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The fellows found you"O course.

asleeD? "
dayou harm. I I could not bear that."

You do care then! I am something
to you?"

' Of course I care; I should be astrange girl if I did not. You are muchto me; so much you must guard vour-eelf- ."

"For your sake?"
She did not hesitate.

me?"e8f0r my 8ake' YU Proraise
In the dark I bent down and pressed

my cheek to her own, and, to my sur-
prise, she made no effort to draw away.

Yes, Monsieur. There was a
watch outside, and I did not expect
trouble. Ramon was away, and Isat up late waiting for him to return,
llien I became sleepy and lay down,
perhaps about midnight. But firstI went out, and saw the guard was all
right. Theere no orders, Monsieur,
for tHb to remain on watch."

"I do not blame you, De Vigne; the
happenings of this night could not
have nPAn antiiinnol K., c

Probably they did not intend killing
him. He was tied as you were, but
was drunk, and may have suffocated.
Inese men know he is dead, however,
and realize the desperate situation they
are in. They will not hesitate now atany crime to attain their purpose and
escape. They even sought to have me
arrested. for the murder."-"You- ,

Monsieur?" '
"Yes; I want you to understand the

exact situation. I am here fleeing from
the police, under charges concocted'by
Brandt to save himself. He believes
I am hidden somewhere waiting a chance
to get out of the city. That is why
he came here with his gang, knowing
you were alone. It looked easy, for
the watchman was in his pay, Ramon
dead, and I fleeing from the police.

do is to drive the whole four back intothat southwest corner, and make them
prisoners. You get the idea?"

"Out, Monsieur."
"If we get between them and the

front, there is no way for them to get
out, unless they rush us. They are
probably armed, but if we get the drop
on them first, I do not think they will
fight. Brandt is the dangerous one
you leave him to me, and keep your
gun on the others. Beyond that, obev
orders." t

lie stood very straight in the dark
and his Band came up in salute.

"Oui, Monsieur."
soon as they are secured we will

run out the machine; if we cannot do
it ourselves, we will

.
compel that Pink--

Awnn n 1.1. fl

Can you sit up?
vj any r'iuai is a custom in my country,"

---- mVavmx oi ua.
Good; now rise to

be offended, "t.ho flvmM n ,t., ,1 little. Don't make any noise. How
are vou? nil noht?"

"Only a little stiff, Monsieur, and my
head hurts where I was clubbed. I
aon t remember what happened after

I understand," and she stood very
straight facing me. "This night has
broken down every conventional bar-
rier. It has changed me; I cannot feel
or. think as I could yesterday. I do
not know what legerdemain has been
resorted to, Monsieur, but I am not
the same girl you first met; all of life
looks different. Perhaps you can tell
me sometime how such a miraculous

iuu limn tu ntup." You will fly? now, in the dark?!'
.'Yes; it is the onlv way I can prevent

being arrested, as the police watch all
railway stations; and if I take the- machine away Brandt cannot study its
mechanism." ... , .

ttatJHow, until I woke up in he e Now he has got he wflFffi
you??' yU kD0W hW many attacked 3"d row careless 'The fact that he

not touch.me; he just gave order's. One that ?d?a w dmB
uuange couia occur ina.siE BhKKEK& JMwe are Dart nerd, aa t.Koi i : j i wuuiu mnit. ivionaieiirr"

Td tinmanua " hTLKSS "Yes. two aeainst four; notTuch bacWest. Is not that it, Monsieur whjrarcnersr pernaps 1 do not com-- I knew his fur" s
. v V, ,la. "surprise in our favor

Prenend that term; you mean friends?" iou iiKe mail1 harp. won a lurkt tUar." "i . ,;n i j . ii ...

"And I go with you?"
."No, De Vigne, I have a passenger.

You remain here; release the prisoners
as soon as it is daylight. : Then go
direct to the French Consul, and makea report. ' He will tell you what to do."

He stood silent, shaking his head,
clearly dissatisfied.
- "You are a soldier?"

"Oui, Monsieur."
"Then do as I say. ' I cannot takeyou; there is a lady here who will

make the trip with me."
"A lady, Monsieur!" the surprise in

his voice making me smile.
"Exactly; she is outside now, andI am going to bring her in here. . Donot forget again, De Vigne, that you

are under my orders."
"Non, Monsieur." '
"Very good; now stand where you

are until I come back."

CHAPTER XVIII.
The Flight in the Dark.

Always; it burned all night long."
I could see none from the outside

when I came up. Have those mengone?"
"No, Monsieur; I heard voices just

before you came in there, not far from
the door. Maybe they put out the
the light, so it will not be seen. The
big man he carry an electric bulb-per- haps

they use that. You know
them, Monsieur? You know why thev

'Come here?" -
"Do I, De Vigne! They have led

me a merry chase since yesterday, but
we have broken even so far. The big
man is named Brandt, a member of
the German Secret Service."

"Captain Brandt Monsieur?"
You have heard of him them? Yes

that s the fellow; the others are fellows
in his pay. You can guess what thevare after."

'! The monoplane; the secret of the

8"u Bpon.-.an- a tne soldier
rubbed his hands together. "When webegin?"

"Presently; there is a bit to do first.
, Is the monoplane ready to fly?"

"Out, Monsieur." ...

"Plenty of gasoline? Provisions
packed away? Oiled and tested?"

'Oui, Monsieur. Yesterday I saw
to it all."

"And the ground in front ia it
level and smooth? Have you been over
it r -

"It is as a board, Monsieur, maybe
four hundred feet yes," with enthusi-
asm. "They play ze game baseball
here, and it all hard like rock. The
wheels run fine."

"Good enough. That was the way
I recalled it. Now listen. We haven't
got much time before daylight. As
soon as we locate those fellows we will
go for them swift and hard. Have you
a revolver?"

tivcu more man irienas; associatedtogether for a purpose; trusting eachother. You know now?"
"Yes, and we will go at once and

learn our fate as as partners."
" may have been a hundred feet to

the hangar, grass-covere- d, but some-
what rough. I could not help thinking
how difficult it would be to start the
monoplane if the field beyond was
equally irregular, yet surely it wouldnot be; the mechanics would have
chosen better, and besides, as I remem-
bered from my brief visit in the afternoon
there was nothing to criticise. We saw
nothing, heard nothing, as we drew
closer to the black bulk of building, and
groped our way along its side, endeav-"n-8

to locate the shed to the north.
1 he door, as I vaguely recalled, was
to the east, and I left her at the corner,
concealed by the dense shadow, andcrept cautiously forward alone, feeling
along the rough boards for the latch.It opened noiselessly enough, but the
darkness within was intense. So dim
was my recollections of the place thatI was almost afraid to stir lest I might
disturb something and create an alarm.
In the silence I became aware of some-
one stirring not far away, and waited
anxiously, seeking to locate the sound.
In the silence I could distinguish heavy
breathing, and then a noise which made
me think of a body rolling in the floor.
1 stepped within, feeling with both
hands and feet, but encountered nothing

ciiSmc, monsieur, fsacre, yes!" in the drawer behindhJa tuVl ti. There is onethey are in earnest about, you, Monsieur"

I .ound her without ' difficulty, andhastily whispered into her ear the story
of my meeting with De Vigne. Inresponse she said there were men in

blK shed; she had seen gleams oflight showing through the. crack ofthe big door, and" had even crept up
close enough to hear movements within.

? muffled sound of a voice
reached her ears, and although it wasimpossible to distinguish words,' shewas convinced the language employed
was, German.

iteven to murder." "Put it. in vnni- - nnMrof' T 1

"You mean they kill?"
"I mean they have killed. Ramon is

dead; I saw his body." -
"Mon Diou! Why they not kill

me?" -

of my own. Now remember this
there is to be no killing, no shooting,
if it can be possibly avoided. The
more quietly we can accomplish this
business the better. What. I want to

Pasque Florida
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Mjuuueu a Dencli againstAT I stood there, eyruefe fLEZL tl JS l!L " Pymo uijjjumie wan
into the black bare arma frlimmororl wo u n " 'WH'ouuS auuui. staring

VOld. I COllld Wntn tha K i "I thomrht T'H noil ... -.- .-.io ii co iu a ouii"beam caught entangled in her burnished
hair, or a stray strand, that burnod
far on the water. .

Darrow dropped his eyes; and when
again he looked, the canoe had vanished
behind the rushes of Flyover Point,
and there was nothing moving on thewater far as the eye could see.

About three nVlnot .

You have seen no one outside?" Iasked, "no sign of any guard?"
No I have told you all. Is itnot strange thev should be so reckless? "
Brandt believes I am frightened ,away by the police. He thinks my

only present purpose is to escape arrest,and it has never occurred to him that
1 might utilize the monoplane. He is'not an aeronaut, and will not under-stan- dthe possibility. I am. the onlyperson they have any cause to fear
How that Ramon is dead and De Vienea prisoner. Come with me inside."

bhe accompanied me without hesit- - .ancy into the blackness of the shed,but I kept my hand on her arm, guiding
her across until we reached the work-
bench at the opposite side. Dark asit was without, yet the open door gave
U8?iS of Btarll8ht to relieve the gloom.

Where are you, De Vigne?" Iquestioned, in a whisper, unable todistinguish his form.

orders"6' Monsieur' waiting ... your

''Your revolver; it is loaded?"

my right.
" Who is there? answer!" I exclaimed,

bending forward. ;
There was no reply, only a recurrence

of struggle, and, after a moment of
indecision, I felt my way along the
bench, and came in contact with thefigure of a man lying in the floor.
Again I spoke sternly, gripping his
shoulder in my fingers, but received

she said. "How do you do? Mav I
Sit on this soap box?"

Smiling, she laid the paddle on theground and held out one hand as hestepped forward.
They shook hands very civilly!

lhat was a brave thing you did,"
she said. "Mes compliments, mon-sieur."

And that, was all : said about the
wreck. ' .
- "It's not unlike an Adirondack

P'Kpon-toe- d Seminoleno reDlv. Siumm no tw tn Indian who
the fellow misM h C""' ' rf,?.nal Fen- - a dangerous

' fit6(SCland helDless. for mv hnnA a., a;-- . hevv nink U T ' VkTiT u " u.j - "I"i, 8ne suggested, looking around
brought to the fire, and stod nerfecMv SrSS "fl?!? d

v't, """i" ono-a-ora- p.silent, nose up, shtted eyes almost closed. Xler blue e.vpa awent all in ;j

coyered a strand of rope about his arm,
1 felt for his face. There was a cloth
in his mouth, bound tightly into place
by a handkerchief knotted behind his
head.. Whoever the man might be,
he was evidently no ally of Brandt's to

8 LK'ance was a question."Paddl'um boat," said the Indian,sullenly.
Alter a pause Haltren said, "I don'tit, Ticer " -receive such treatment, and I slashed hear

review the guns leaning against thetree; the bunch of dead bluebill duckshanging beyond; the improvised tableand bench outside; the enormous
mottled rattlesnake skin tacked .length-
ways on a live oak.
- 'Are there many of those about?"
she inquired.

"Very few" he waited to control
the voice; which did not sound much

lmife"DfHeW Z, BS th. Seminole.
Bime-b- y youPaddl'um damn slow,

hear."
' And b'me-b- y Haltren heard,

bomebodv is UHin. "
The Indian

i
folded his arms and stood

Thev
iiKe ms own "very few rattlers yet.klf : u.tjwii upngniior .a moment; then. "Hunh! eomfi nut. Infov

xes.
; "And the door into the hangar: how 'is it secured?" ;

" With a wooden latch, Monsieur;it can be opened without noise.''
"

- Very good; now, Mademoiselle,you will remain here, in this corner,
where the work-benc- h will protectyou until I come back. You will obey?"; ' Surely yes," she answered. "I .
have promt ed."

"I know, and trust you. Theremay be a fight, but we shall have the '
advantage. All I ask ia, do not expose "
yourself."

iroP11,.'., .M,onsieur, what about your-
self ihink what it would mean to

down great draughts of air. '
"Who are you?"
"De Vigne," he gasped. "Is thisyou, Monsieur?" v -

"Yes here let me cut these ropes
first of all. I understand what haswithout happened explanation at pres-fn- t-

"
How long have you been lying

here? -
-

"Maybe fifteen minutes. - but itseems longer; I cannot tell. There was
a fight."

Tigerw--
,SgUSt "HeaP SqUaW- - ' hat'8-

- TiMe of them'" aid,

Hn nt of her shoulders.

iSifed V irl 6dJfu fl'm knding - ," 1 hPe you PareUSwell he ventured

to his feet; she saw him instanding ,:- - Continued on page 11.


